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Who We Are:  

The Transportation Equity Network (TEN) is a project of the Gamaliel Foundation, which is a faith based organization with regional affiliate organizations around the U.S.   TEN is comprised of 300 partner organizations with similar focus.
The mission of Transportation Equity Network is to create a new national, equity-based transportation system to meet the challenges of the 21st century’s current crises as related to:  1) the economy; 2) energy security; and 3) climate change by building healthy, equitable communities and providing equal public transportation access to all.

Our Affiliates
See http://www.transportationequity.org  for a list of the 300 plus TEN affiliates

What We Do:  

We work toward transforming the approach of federal government in surface transportation– specifically public transit and heavy highways.  We accomplish this transformation through the mobilization of local faith-based organizations, impacted people, labor unions, local and state governments, and U.S. Senate and House members in coordination with DC-based Hill advocacy.

Our Issues Platform – What We Want

1. Increased Access to Jobs 

· Require that a 15%-30% of work hours for infrastructure and transportation projects be reserved for low-income workers, ex-offenders, women, the homeless, and minority populations. 

· Require a mandatory 1% of federal funds be used for the recruitment, training, and retention of under-represented workers in highway construction projects (including transit and rail projects. 

· Ensure quality job training opportunities by maximizing the use of registered apprentices on all transportation and transit projects)

· Require Community Workforce agreements to maximize the use of union labor.

2. Increased Funding for Mass Transit, Providing Accessible Options for All

· Increase support for public transit.

· Allow public transit agencies to use part of their mass transit funding for operating expenses.  

3. Increased Community Input to Local and State Planning and Funding Process

· Ensure that Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) and state Departments of Transportation (DOTs) are representative of the communities they serve and ensure that their project goals incorporate equitable results. 

4. Requirement of Smart AND Equitable Growth

· The federal government should fund projects for developing mass transit systems, both inside and outside of our nation’s cities.  These projects must be sustainable and address the needs of the poor, working/middle class and people of color regarding:

· Affordable and accessible mass transit that serves diverse communities.

· Maximization of housing developments in general and, more particularly, affordable housing in “transit villages”.

· Minimization of negative impacts to surrounding communities resulting in necessary relocation due to demolition.

· Connections with and improvement of existing mass transit.

Our Method:  Federal Advocacy Campaign:

All politics ARE local.  Unlike other national advocacy organizations that tend to be more DC Beltway oriented, our advocacy is 98% “field-based..  We are in twenty states and hundreds of cities, in the home districts of Senators and Representatives.  Our field-based member organizations wield the power of their Congressional delegations in coordination with our excellent DC-based Capital Hill advocacy.

What We Want Congress and the Administration to Do:

· Pass the Surface Transportation Authorization Act of 2010 (STAA) 

· Pass a Funding Year 2010 Transportation Appropriation that includes transportation equity policies and sufficient funding.

· Include transportation equity policies and sufficient funding in the 2011 Department of Transportation and Highway Trust Fund budget request.
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